BOROUGH  OF  BRACKLEY 


BRARY 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1937 


Madam  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  to  you  the  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  together  with  that  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  1937.  The  report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
contained  in  Circular  1650,  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  4th  October  1937.  I am  grateful  for 
the  help  I have  received  from  members  of  the  Council  and  the  Staff  during  the  year. 

Public  Health  Officers. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. — Ivor  J.  Jones,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Sanitary  Inspector — A.  A.  Green,  A.R.S.I. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  holds  a full  time  public  health  appointment,  and  combines 
with  his  appointment  to  the  Borough  Council  those  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Rural  District 
Councils  of  Brackley  and  Brixworth,  and  Assistant  Medical  Officer  to  the  Northamptonshire  County 
Council.  The  duties  of  the  last  appointment  include  the  medical  examination  of  all  elementary’ 
school  children  in  the  Borough,  and  attendance  once  a month  at  the  Brackley  Infant  Welfare 
Centre. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  a full  time  officer.  He  is  also  Surveyor,  Farm  Manager  and  Collector 
of  Rates. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 


Area  (in  acres) 

1,685 

““Population 

2,257 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of 

1937)  

720 

Rateable  Value  (1.4.37) 

• £11.207 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 

£43 

*The  population  is  the  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population  mid-Torv 
fhe  Borough  of  Brackley  is  a very  old  boroug  . and  very  proud  of  its  status.  There  are  no 
large  factories.  There  is  a brewery  and  a cattle  market.  Among  the  schools  in  the  town  are 
Winchester  House  School,  a preparatory  boarding  school  for  boys  ; Magdalen  College  School,  a 
secondary  school  for  boys  ; Brackley  High  School,  a secondary  school  for  girls  ; Brackley  Church 
of  England  Schools,  a mixed  school  for  infants  and  junior  children  ; and  Brackley  Council  Schools, 
a mixed  school  for  senior  elementary  children. 

There  are  a number  of  stables  in  the  town  for  hunters. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Rate  per  1,000 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Brackley  Boro. 

England  & Wales 

Live  Births  : 

23 

14 

9 

10.2 

14.9 

Legitimate 

21 

13 

8 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

1 

Still  Births 

Nil 

Deaths 

29 

11 

18 

12.8 

12.4 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  5 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  Nil 


The  registered  causes  of  death  were  : — 
Cancer 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc. 

Heart  disease 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  respiratory  disease 

Liver  disease  other  than  Cirrhosis 

Senility 

Other  defined  diseases 
All  causes 


Males  Females  Total 

1 4 5 

2 3 5 

3 2 5 

1 o 1 

1 2 3 

1 1 

1 1 

2 3 5 

123 

11  18  29 


While  it  is  unjustifiable  to  attach  much  statistical  significance  where  such  small  numbers  are 
concerned,  the  number  of  births  continues  to  be  less  than  the  number  of  deaths. 

When  comparing  the  mortality  in  the  borough  with  the  mortality  of  any  other  population,  it  is 
convenient  to  correct  for  the  differences  in  the  age  and  sex  distributions  of  the  populations  compared. 
This  can  be  done  by  applying  to  the  crude  death  rates  an  “areal  comparability  factor’’  which  is  esti- 
mated for  each  district  by  the  Registrar-General. 

Adjusted  Death  Rate — Borough  of  Brackley  9.0 
England  and  Wales  12.4 

General  Health  Services. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities.  These  are  as  was  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1936. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities.  An  ambulance  accompanied  by  a nurse  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Staverton  Isolation  Hospital  (Daventry  R.D.C.)  for  the  transport  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  from 
the  borough  to  that  hospital. 

(c)  Clinics  andi  Treatment  Centres.  An  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  attended  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  as  an  assistant  to  the  County  Medical  Officer,  and  the  Health  Visitor,  is  held  on 
the  second  Thursday  in  every  month  in  the  Women’s  Institute  Hall.  The  Infant  Welfare  Centres 
are  under  the  control  of  a voluntary  Committee  oflocal  ladies.  Talks  and  demonstrations  are  given 
at  each  meeting.  The  attendances  have  been  satisfactory.  The  Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital, 
Northampton,  hold  clinics  for  advice,  treatment  and  supervision  in  the  Council  School. 

Sanitary  Circumstances. 

(1)  (i)  Water.  The  supply  has  been  adequate  throughout  the  year.  Visits  are  made 
periodically  by  the  Medical  Officer  to  the  pumping  station  and  samples  of  water  are  taken  from 
various  points  in  the  town  for  bacteriological  examination.  While  the  well  may  be  considered  a 
safe  source  of  water,  it  is  essential  that  samples  be  taken  at  least  monthly  from  various  parts  of  the 
town,  as  pollution  of  the  mains  might  occur.  A plan  of  all  mains,  stop-cocks,  connections,  etc., 
should  be  made  available. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  new  sewage  disposal  works  were  completed  during 
the  year,  and  are  functioning  satisfactorily. 

(2)  Rivers  and  Streams.  The  new  sewage  disposal  works  should  prevent  the  possibility  of 
river  pollution. 

(3)  (i)  No  further  information  on  closet  accommodation  is  available. 

(ii)  Public  Cleansing.  House  refuse  is  collected  weekly  and  disposed  of  at  a tip  situ- 
ated on  the  Turweston  Road. 

(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection.  The  statistics  are  included  under  Housing. 

(iv)  Shops.  No  action  was  taken  under  the  provision  of  the  Shops  Act  1934. 

(v)  Smoke  Abatement.  No  action  has  been  necessary. 

(vi)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools.  There  is  an  open  air  swimming  bath  in  the  town 
open  to  the  public  during  the  summer  months.  Water  is  obtained  from  the  town  supply  at  inter- 
vals. Daily  treatment  is  carried  out  to  prevent  the  growth  of  vegetable  matter,  algae,  etc.,  and  to 
disinfect  the  water.  Bacteriological  examinations  of  samples  of  water  from  the  bath  taken  during 
last  summer  showed  that  reasonable  standards  were  maintained.  More  frequent  changing  of  the 
water  in  the  bath  would  probably  result  in  a higher  standard  being  reached,  especially  if  large  num- 
bers of  people  use  the  bath. 

(vii)  Bed  Bugs.  There  is  no  evidence  of  any  houses  in  the  town  being  infested  with 

bed  bugs. 

(4)  Schools.  The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  the  schools  in  the  town  are  satisfactory. 

Housing. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1)  above) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Con- 
solidated Regulations,  1925 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 

preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation 


191 

191 


380 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  io 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the.-  year  : — 

(a)  — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  io  and  16  of  the  -Housing  Act,  1936  : 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 

formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

(b)  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  ser- 

vice of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

(c)  — Proceedings  under  sections  ix  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

(d)  — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

1.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Order's  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV. — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  — (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  1 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  2 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

(b)  — Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  ... 

(c)  — (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

(d)  — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have  again  be- 

come overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps 
for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding 

(e)  — Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding  conditions  upon 

which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable 
to  report 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply.  All  dairies  are  visited  periodically,  and  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  re- 
tailers in  the  borough  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  at  the  County  Council’s  labora- 
tory, Northampton. 

The  results  were  : 


Good  6 

Moderate  2 

Bad  6 


Total  14 


(b)  Slaughter  Houses.  The  five  slaughter  houses  have  been  inspected. 

Infectious,  Diseases. 

Two  cases  of  infectious  disease  other  than  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  3/ear  : viz.,  one 
case  of  scarlet  fever  in  a girl  aged  12  years,  who  was  isolated  at  home  and  recovered,  and  a case  of 
influenzal  pneumonia  in  a man  aged  63  years. 

One  case  of  pulminary  tuberculosis  was  notified,  a woman  aged  20  years  who  was  admitted  to 
Rushden  House  Sanatorium. 

No  deaths  from  tuberculosis  were  registered  during  the  year. 

IVOR  J.  JONES, 

2nd  July,  1938. 


/ 


